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Summertime in the McGovern 
Centennial Gardens 

A new feature for visitors to the McGovern 
Centennial Gardens’ Family Garden will 
be a beehive. Brought to us by William 
Sikkema, a graduate student in the 
Chemistry Department at Rice University, 
the resident bees will be a wonderful 
addition to a garden full of pollinator-plants. 
The Flow Hive is a new technology that 
will allow honey to be drained directly 
into a container. From the hive, the bees 
will pass through a clear tube and then 
fly above the Family Garden, avoiding 
most human contact. 

New fruit trees have been added in the 
Family Garden including avocado and 
Cherry of the Rio Grande; blackberry and 
blueberry bushes; and a wide variety of 
flowers that attract pollinators and other 
beneficial insects. Butterflies and birds 
are drawn to plants and water features 
throughout the McGovern Centennial 
Gardens creating great opportunities 
for birdwatchers and photographers. 
Red-shouldered hawks, screech owls, 
warblers, blue jays and a variety of other 
birds have been spotted in the Gardens. 

Continued on page 3

Vibrant blooms, cheerful birdsong, and the soothing sound of cascading 
water make the McGovern Centennial Gardens a perfect spot for a 
summertime escape. As the gardens begin their second summer in 
Hermann Park, roses and wisteria vines continue to climb trellises to 
create scenic archways as new plants are being introduced.

Vibrant blooms, cheerful birdsong, and the soothing sound of cascading 
water make the McGovern Centennial Gardens a perfect spot for a 
summertime escape. As the gardens begin their second summer in 
Hermann Park, roses and wisteria vines continue to climb trellises to 
create scenic archways as new plants are being introduced.



It is fun to watch the spring flowers 
bloom throughout the Park – but their 
colors are no match for the festive hats 
at the annual Hats in the Park luncheon. 
This year, it was our privilege to honor 
a long-time friend of Hermann Park 
Conservancy, Linda Hunsaker, whose 
love for Hermann Park dates back to 
her childhood. She has been a member 
of the executive committee for eight 
of her ten years on the Conservancy 
board and has served on the visitor 
services and board engagement 
committees. Linda worked behind the 
scenes to help make our centennial-year 
Evening in the Park gala a magical 
night and served as co-chair of the 
Centennial Events fundraising committee. 

Linda has a special place in her heart 
for children, helping to raise the funds 
needed to build a playground in 
Hermann Park. She founded the local 
non-profit, B-E-A-R (Be a Resource), 
improving the lives of children in the 
CPS system. 

We appreciate the time and knowledge 
that Linda has shared with the 
Conservancy, but most of all, we 
appreciate her kindness. Whether 
she’s delivering food to the office when 
she knows that we can’t get out for 
lunch or loaning a special hat to a 
staff member for Hats in the Park, 
Linda is a good friend to us and to 
our community. 

Although I could never get her to wear 
a hat, Sara Houstoun Lindsey also 
loved spring in Hermann Park. We lost 
an extraordinary friend on February 16, 
2016 when she passed away. Sara had 
a strong sense of duty to improve her 
community, and spent a lifetime making 
Houston a more beautiful place. She 
and John, her husband of nearly 70 
years, gave a gift to Hermann Park 
Conservancy to finish the remarkable 
transformation of the Heart of the Park 
at a time when there was very little 
private investment in public parks. 
The Sara H. and John H. Lindsey Plaza 
serves as a tribute to their generosity.   

Sara’s connection to Hermann Park 
goes back decades. She once described 
a scavenger hunt in high school in 
which students were asked to find 
watermelon seeds (during the winter). 
Sara and John had the smart idea to 
check for seeds in Hermann Park. They 
searched under picnic tables with a 
flashlight that night, found the seeds, and 
won the contest. Sara’s love for Hermann 
Park continued throughout her life. 
While the world is a little less fun with the 
loss of Sara, her life has left a legacy of 
beauty. The Heart of the Park reflects her 
expansive spirit and warm heart.

Doreen Stoller, Executive Director

McGovern Centennial Gardens
$1,000–$4,999
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette – 

In memory of Erin Gregory Neale 
and Lamar Gregory Neale

$100–$499
Delphians Alpha Nu Chapter
Lionel Jellins
Aidee Prodoehl – In honor of 

Holy Family Homeschool Association

Japanese Garden
$5,000–$9,999
MC Tubular Products, Inc.
Satake USA Inc.
Karen and Howard Schneider
John E. Walsh, Jr.
$1,000–$4,999
Kim and Chris Reichert Family
Sumitomo Corporation of Americas
$500–$999
Chubu Electric Power Co., USA Inc.
$100–$499
Center for Allergy and Asthma of Texas
Janet Rarick and Benjamin Kamins

Art in the Park
$100–$499
Emily and Allen Capps

Kite Festival
$10,000–$24,999
Andrews Kurth LLP
H-E-B
$5,000–$9,999
Mill Creek Residential Trust
$1,000–$4,999
Abbi and Robert Antablin
Burguières Family Foundation
Genna and Jon Evans
Cece and Mack Fowler
Morgan and Patrick Garvey
Sam Lasseter and Dillon Kyle
Amy and Rob Pierce
Carol and Dan Price
Kim and Chris Reichert
Paul-David Van Atta
Maggie and Rob Vermillion
Stephanie and Gerry Willinger
$500–$999
Ayrshire Corporation
Meg and George Basu
Kate Criner Bellin and Andy Bellin
Kate Bialas
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Estela and David Cockrell
Jennifer and Jon Daly
Valerie and Tracy Dieterich
Sidney and Don Faust
Christina and Mark Hanson
Katrina and Scott Hudson
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker
Alicia and Robert Kimmel
Brittany Sakowitz Kushner and 

Kevin Kushner
Katy Nelson
Judy and Scott Nyquist
Tennessee and David Ott
Precious and Ore Owodunni
Erin and Adrian Patterson
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Barry Hunsaker and 
honoree Linda Hunsaker

John and Sara Lindsey and Doreen Stoller 
at Evening in the Park.



Connie Pfeiffer
Mark T. Prescott
Ina and Philip Riley
Carolyn and James Robertson
David Enrique Ruiz
Mary Elizabeth Sand and Nils Hugo
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
Meredith and Langston Turner
Whitney and Marc Walsh
Beth and Joe Weikerth
Adriana and Edgar Yzquierdo
$100–$499
Robin and Richard Brooks
In Kind
Golf Cars of Houston
Houston Museum of Natural Science
Saint Arnold Brewing Co.
Science ACEs
Trees for Houston
Waste Management
Whole Earth Provision Co.

Annual Fund/General 
Fundraising
$5,000–$9,999
Karla A. Sepulveda
$500–$999
Jenny and Clayton Finney
Jane and Dick Schmitt – In memory of 

Abby Bowman
$100–$499
Anonymous
Suzanne Morris – In memory of 

Sara Lindsey
Susan Raffle
Kristie and David Staas
Robert Stewart – In honor of 

Emma and Ron Stewart
Nancy and Peter Thompson
Suzanne and James Waller
Rini and Edward Ziegler
In Kind
National Signs, Ltd.

Membership
$2,500+
Anonymous
Isla and Tommy Reckling
$500–$2,499
Marcia and Tom Faschingbauer
John Middleton
Sara and Craig Stone
John E. Walsh, Jr.
$250–$499
Suzanne and Brian Adams
Rick Ankrom and Jay Hooker
Anonymous
Kristi Beer and Steve Redding
Kristy and Chris Bradshaw
Virginia and Frank Burge
Louiza and Wes Deskin
Cathy and Wayne Donnelly
Loann and John Eiman
M.J. and Joe Figard
Elizabeth and Albert Kidd
Laura and Andrew Malek
Hinda Simon
Lisa and Scott Slaney
The Southampton Group
Christine and David M. Underwood, Jr.
Traci and Kris Westbrook
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Also new to the Family Garden is story hour. 
Every Friday morning at 10 a.m., picture 
stories are read by staff or volunteers under 
the Brown Foundation Learning Pavilion 
followed by simple activities for children, a 
bug hunt, chalk drawings, or planting a seed 
to take home. 

For more information about the gardens, 
go to hermannpark.org/gardens. 
To volunteer, contact Kimina Jamison 
at kjamison@hermannpark.org.

continued from page 1

Clutch leads the way 
at the Dog Walk.

From tiny paws to giant 
noses, dogs of all shapes 
and sizes joined their 
owners for a morning of 
fun at the fourth annual 
Hermann Park Dog Walk 
on March 5. The event was 
sponsored by the Houston 
Rockets, who provided a 
red bandana for each dog 
and a t-shirt and game 
ticket for their owner. 

The walk kicked-off with 
a little help from Rockets’ mascot, Clutch, 
high-fiving walkers as they came through the 
inflatable arch which served as the starting 
point. New this year was an additional 
longer route for more active dogs.

After the walk, people mingled among 
booths sponsored by local groups including 
BARC and the Houston SPCA, bringing 
awareness to dog-related issues. Natural 
Paws was on hand giving out healthy pet 
treats. Clutch posed for pictures with walk 
participants while others practiced “doga”, 
doggy yoga, which gave pets and people 
a chance to relax together. A portion of the 
proceeds from the walk benefit Hermann 
Park Conservancy.

Happy Tails on the 
Hermann Park Trail

Not all dogs 
were on foot.

A pup poses for 
his close-up. 

Friends enjoyed a party on Lake Plaza 
following the walk.

Children listen to a story about ponds 
read by a volunteer in the Family Garden.
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Hats in the 
Park 2016 
Rain couldn’t dampen the 
enthusiasm of the 425 guests 
who gathered in the McGovern 
Centennial Gardens to support 
the Conservancy’s fashionable 
springtime fundraiser, Hats in 
the Park. Thanks to the hard 
work of Michelle Foutch, 
Blakely Griggs and Joella 
Mach, the March 8 event raised 
nearly $350,000 to support the 
Conservancy’s mission to 
maintain and improve Hermann 
Park for millions of visitors 
each year. 

Following champagne at the 
Cherie Flores Garden Pavilion 
and lunch on the Centennial 
Green, there was a short 
program led by board chair, 
Danny David, giving the event 
chairs an opportunity to talk about 
future plans for improvements 
in the Park. Doreen Stoller, 
the Conservancy’s executive 
director, introduced our 
honoree, Linda Hunsaker, 
thanking her for her years 
of enthusiastic service and her 
passion for improving Hermann 
Park for all Houstonians. A 
Monterrey Oak was presented 
in Linda’s honor and will stand 
in the Park as a tribute to her 
dedication. Mayor Sylvester 
Turner, attending his first Hats 
in the Park, congratulated 
Linda, greeted guests and 
spoke about the importance 
of parks to our city. 

Thank you to everyone who 
attended and supported 
the luncheon.

25
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1 Chairs Blakely Griggs, Joella Mach and Michelle Foutch 2 Board chair Danny David and Mayor Sylvester Turner 3 Kelly Leonard and 
honoree Linda Hunsaker 4 Joe Nelson, Ann Kennedy and councilmember David Robinson 5 Franci Neely, Phoebe Tudor and Martha Finger 
6 Rini and Edward Ziegler 7 Mary D’Andrea, Anne Kushwaha and Gina Bhatia 8 Doreen Stoller and Cherie Flores 9 2017 Honorees Judy Nyquist 
and Cece Fowler 10 Vivi Robertson, Divya Brown and Carolyn Robertson 11 Melissa Tuckerman, Blakely Griggs and Brittany O’Brien 12 Vicky Wight 
and Kelli Blanton 13 Sanford and Susie Criner 14 Sandy Godfrey and Whitney Gordon 15 Holly Alvis and Hannah McNair 16 Jana Arnoldy, 
Lindley Arnoldy and Ellie Francisco 17 Merle Hunsaker, Jerry Dietrich and Pam Hunsaker 18 Wanda Sparks, June Deadrick and Lindsay Munoz 
19 Diane Lokey Farb and Isabel David 20 Lisa McMearn, Dina McMearn and Dee Webb 21 Alex and Astley Blair 22 Leigh Smith, Phoebe Tudor 
and Divya Brown 23 Consuelo Macpherson, Gretchen McFarland, Ting Bresnahan and Michelle Foutch 24 Valerie Dieterich, Morgan Garvey 
and Francine Ballard 25 Y. Ping Sun and Susie Criner 26 Beth Wiedower and and Kelley Lubanko 27 JC Al-Uqdah, Cabrina Owsley and Sue Sim 
28 Cora Bess Meyer and Patricia McDonald  29 Jo Lynn Falgout and Kimberly Falgout 
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Kids and kites were a winning combination 
as thousands took part in the third annual 
Hermann Park Kite Festival on Sunday, 
April 3. Novice and expert kite flyers shared 
the skies above Miller Hill and the Jones 
Reflection Pool. A variety of activities kept 
kids busy on the ground, too. 

Many learned to make kites, had their faces 
painted with colorful designs and watched a 
magician’s act. A DJ and live performances 
entertained the crowd throughout the day. 

Morgan Garvey and Paul-David Van Atta 
chaired their third successful kite festival 
along with the support of our kite festival 
planning committee, host committee, 
sponsors and volunteers. Thank you to 
H-E-B, Andrews Kurth LLP, and Mill Creek 
Residential and to all who were a part of 
this special day in Hermann Park. We 
also appreciate the dedication of Mindy 
Campbell, who coordinates the event 
annually for the Conservancy.

Colorful Kites Soar at the 
Hermann Park Kite Festival

DONORS

Membership continued 
$100–$249
Beth Alfredson and Rick Jenkins
Anonymous (2)
Charles E. Armstrong
BobnAnnie
Carolyn Bloomer
Don Brenner
Jerri and Leonard Britt
Irma and Louis Bujnoch
John D. Carrara, Jr.
Lucy Carter
Barbara K. Chiles
Donna Cooper
Michael Dooley
Jennie and Robert Duffy
Toni Edwards
Lynn and Douglas Eyberg
Jane Hasenpflug
Lynne Hoefer
Donald Howell
Barbara and Raymond Kalmans
Anne Klein and Harvey Aronson
Charlotte and Frank Krecow
Margaret Lawler
Stephanie and Frede Maxwell
Wendy McLaughlin
Will McLendon
Jill Miller
The Montalvo Law Firm
Margaret and Nick Mousoudakis
Elaine and Alan Mut
Kitty Neuhaus
Tassie Nicandros
Bette Schein Pesikoff
Armin Porter and Darryl Herzik
Gloria and Joe Pryzant
Cindy Hageney Raimond
Mary Jo and Ronald Rapini
Marcia and Harvey Resnick
Susan and Ed Septimus
Amanda and Shawn Shirley
Macey and Bob Stokes
Susan and Leonard Teich
Mary and Chan Tysor
Connie and Tom Vargo
Leslie and Ashwin Viswanathan
Carolynne and Douglas White
Monica and Thomas White
Susan White and Scott B. Swanson
Cad Willeford
Wendy Wilson-Wills
Marilyn Wolfe-Kirk and 

Harry Dewitt Kirk
Gay Yellen and Don Reiser

Urban Green
$100–$499
Sharon and Jason Griffin

Plant a Tree
$500–$999
Louise and Gary Moss
$100–$499
Anonymous
Mel Glina – In honor of 

The Roffwarg Family

Habitat Conservancy Fund
$100–$499
Karyn and Jay Guerrero – In honor of 

Joella Mach

Thousands return for the 
third annual kite festival.

Twin boys show off 
their twin kites.

A big sister celebrates her 
birthday at the kite festival

6
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The award-winning landscape architecture 
firm, Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates 
(MVVA), is creating an updated master 
plan for Hermann Park which will guide 
improvements in the Park for the next 20 
years. MVVA specializes in planning and 
designing landscapes that enrich urban 
areas and engage the imagination. The 
firm’s projects include the creation of 
Brooklyn Bridge Park, the renovation of 
Maggie Daley Park in Chicago, and the 
landscaping of the grounds of the George 
W. Bush Presidential Center in Dallas.

Over the next year, the MVVA team 
will analyze data, meet with community 
members and develop preliminary 
concepts. The Conservancy has identified 
underutilized areas of the Park, particularly 

on its edges, including Bayou Parkland 
and the corner of Fannin and Cambridge 
Streets, and is considering development 
plans for these areas to further improve 
the Park and access to it for millions of 
visitors each year. 

MVVA planners, led by Matt Urbanski and 
Chris Matthews, recently spent time in the 
Park in an effort to understand the needs 
of visitors and partners which operate in 
and around the Park, especially on busy 
days. An important goal of the updated 
master plan is to find sustainable solutions 
for parking and traffic management while 
enhancing pedestrian, bike and METRORail 
access. The Conservancy is thrilled to 
work with MVVA on this important project. 

The Conservancy Plans for the Park’s Future

DONORS

Hats in the Park Luncheon
All gifts in honor of Linda Hunsaker, 
honoree, and chairs Michelle Foutch, 
Blakely Griggs, and Joella Mach.
$25,000–$49,999
Kathrine McGovern/ 

McGovern Foundation
$10,000–$24,999
Michelle Foutch/Blakely Griggs/ 

Joella Mach
Linda and Barry Hunsaker
The Robert and Janice McNair 

Foundation
Phoebe and Bobby Tudor
$5,000–$9,999
Henrietta Alexander
CenterPoint Energy/June Deadrick
Champagne Cowgirls
Susie and Sanford Criner/ 

Cece and Mack Fowler
Ann Doggett
Clayton Erikson/Ruthee Meric/ 

Lynn Swanson
Jo Lynn Falgout and Kimberly Falgout/

Island Operating Company
Jana Fant/Melissa Juneau
Cherie Flores
Friends of Houston Parks Board
Sandy Godfrey/Franci Neely
Janita F. Griggs/Cora Bess Meyer
Cynthia Guill
Lauren Beck Harris
H-E-B
The Hildebrand Fund
Sharon-Marie Hogge/Dina McMearn
Houston Methodist Hospital
Hilary Howard
Anne and Vivek Kushwaha
Shelli Lindley
Nancy Littlejohn
Cora Sue and Harry Mach
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche/ 

Mary Faye Way
Gretchen McFarland
Laurie Morian/Randa Weiner
Alice Mosing
Petrello Family Foundation
Carolyn and James Robertson
Karen and Scott Rozzell
Susan D. Sarofim
Leslie and Shannon Sasser 

Family Fund
Texas Medical Center
Melissa B. Tuckerman
$1,000–$4,999
Jana Arnoldy
Nancy and Scott Atlas
Alex Blair
Kelli Blanton
Leslie and Jack Blanton, Jr.
Lois Chiles and Richard Gilder
Cathy and Joe Cleary – 

In honor of Tanner Koenig, 
Jack Fitzpatrick, and 
Debbie Glauser

Meredith Cocke
Estela Cockrell
Sylvie Crum
Isabel and Danny David
Susan and Edward Davis

Did you know you can become a member of Hermann 
Park Conservancy? Membership donations provide vital 
general operations funding, which keeps the Conservancy’s 
programs and initiatives going strong. Conservancy members 
receive exciting benefits including free tickets to ride the 

Hermann Park Railroad and pedal boats, Member Express boarding lines, free unlimited 
rides on the train on the second Saturday of every month, a 10% discount in the 
Conservancy Gift Shop and Pinewood Cafe, and more.

Visit hermannpark.org/membership for more information.

Become a Hermann Park 
Conservancy Member

HPC’s project manager Ethan Beeson with master plan team 
Chris Matthews, Matthew Urbanski and Jesse Nicholson
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Hats in the Park Luncheon
continued
$1,000–$4,999
Sara Paschall Dodd
Diane Lokey Farb
Florence Gautier-Winther
Cullen K. Geiselman
Kate Gibson/Hobby Family Foundation
Diana Hawkins
Carol and Charles Herder
R. Merle Hunsaker
Ann Iverson
Sis Johnson
Linda Kelly
Marie Louise Kinder
Harriet Latimer
Laurie Liedtke
Kelley Lubanko
Kathleen and Tom Mach
Martha Adger Madget
Martha Turner Sotheby’s 

International Realty
Denise Monteleone
Judy and Sarah Nyquist
Cabrina Owsley
Elizabeth Petersen
Courtney L. and Christopher B. Sarofim
Leigh M. Smith
Eliza Stedman
Karen Tellepsen
Pamalah and Stephen Tipps
Tootsies
Bridget Wade
Marcy Taub Wessel – In honor of 

Jana Arnoldy
Rini and Edward Ziegler
$500–$999
Elizabeth Abraham-Colombowala
JC Al-Uqdah
Clair Amonett
Francine Ballard
Karol Barnhart
Kate Criner Bellin
Gayle Bentsen
Sallymoon Benz – In honor of 

Phoebe Tudor
Kristen Berger
Gina Bhatia
Carole Bilger
Karen Bradshaw
Kristy Bradshaw
Ting Bresnahan
Kathy Britton
Gracie Cavnar
Meredith Riddle Chastang
Debbie Chenevert
C. C. Conner
Yvonne Cormier
Malinda Crain – In honor of 

Delores Miller Williams
Veronica Curran
Viviana Denechaud
Valerie Dieterich
Nancy Dinerstein
Jane DiPaolo
Marita Fairbanks
Caroline Finkelstein
Vesta Frommer
Elizabeth Galtney
Morgan Garvey
Kerry Gerachis
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Local Teens Help Kick-off Let’s Move! Outside 
Program in Houston 
Houston has been selected as one of 50 
cities nationwide to participate in the U.S. 
Department of the Interior’s Let’s Move! 
Outside program, part of Michelle Obama’s 
initiative to inspire young people to play, 
learn, serve and work outdoors. It also 
encourages kids to take advantage of 
the public lands available to them and to 
become future stewards of the land. The 
program is funded through a $5 million 
national commitment by the American 
Express Foundation and will be facilitated 
by the YMCA of Greater Houston. 

At a press conference in Hermann Park’s 
McGovern Centennial Gardens on April 7, 
2016, Mayor Sylvester Turner, Congressman 
Al Green, Assistant Secretary for Land 

and Minerals Management of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, Janice Schneider, 
and the president and CEO of the YMCA 
of Greater Houston, Paul McIntire, 
introduced the program with the help of 
area teens. Following the conference, the 
officials joined the students for a service 
project in the Family Garden. 

Houston was chosen, according to Schneider, 
because of its commitment to parks and 
green spaces. “Houston is blessed with 
amazing public parks and a strong network 
of public and nonprofit leaders committed 
to getting kids outdoors, active and 
connected to nature,” she said.  

For more information on the initiative, go to 
letsmove.gov/lets-move-outside.

Mayor Sylvester Turner talks 
about Houston parks

Students planted 
watermelon seeds in 
the Family Garden

Teens join in a service project 
in the Family Garden
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Kari Gonzales
Jennifer Gravenor – In honor of 

Josh Gravenor
Melissa Grobmyer
Cecilia Harris
Starlett Hollingsworth
Courtney Hopson
Pamela Howard
Leslie Hull
Hugh Hunsaker
Kathleen Jennings
Ann Kennedy
Robin T. Klaes
Rachel Lawrence
Renee Lewis
Mimi Lloyd
Brenda Love
Kim Lucas
Allison Crooker Margrave
Elisabeth McCabe
Laura McCullough
Barbara McKnight
Hannah McNair – In honor of 

Robert, Calhoun, Michael, Devon, 
Raelyn, and Vivian McNair

Anne C. Mendelsohn
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Melissa Mithoff
Tara Mize
Eileen Moody
Catherine Clark Mosbacher
Louise and Gary Moss
Melissa Moss
Katherine Murphy
Maggie Nicholson
Elaine Overton
Sarah Hodges Parks
Karen Penner
Bette Pesikoff
Katherine Phelps
Kathleen and Townes Pressler
Abbey Roberson – In honor 

of our children, Holden and 
Sloane Roberson

Sherry Robinson
Sarah Sampson
Kathy and Ed Segner
Ann Short
Sue Sim
Caroline Simons
Susan Stasney – In honor of 

Ann Kennedy
Doreen Stoller
Christie Sullivan
Y. Ping Sun
Laura Sweeney
Carolyn Tanner
Judy Tate
Brian Teichman – In honor of 

Jo Lynn Falgout and Kimberly Falgout
Gay Tigner
Courtney Toomey
Ileana Trevino
Kim Tutcher
Cynthia Urquhart
Maggie Vermillion
Rachael Volz – A Fare Extraordinaire
Mary Jane Wakefield
Martha S. Walton
Andrea and Bill White
Vicky Wight

HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

The weather was perfect on Valentine’s night 
for nearly 40 couples dining on Pinewood 
Cafe’s scenic terrace overlooking McGovern 
Lake. The Conservancy’s third annual 
“Dinner and a Cruise” brought new and 
returning guests to enjoy a meal including 

an appetizer sampler, choice of entrée, and 
a dessert. Each couple was given a pair of 
train tickets and a carnation. After dinner, 
sweethearts rode pedal boats around 
McGovern Lake amid colorful reflections of 
city lights cast on the lake.  

M c G O V E R N  C E N T E N N I A L  G A R D E N Sfeatured
 p

lant

Longleaf Pine
Pinus palustris, or the Longleaf 
Pine, shapes the character of the 
Piney Woods of east Texas and 
northern Louisiana. Even early 
designs for McGovern Centennial 
Gardens included an east Texas 
garden that captured the character 
of a native pine forest underlain 
by ferns and palmettos. When you 
walk the Tudor Family Pine Hill 
Walk, you will see predominantly 
Loblolly Pines (Pinus taeda) in larger 
sizes, with medium and quite small 
Longleaf Pine scattered throughout. 

Longleaf Pine is easily recognizable for the length of its needles, 10-15” long held 
in bundles of three. These trees prefer deep sandy soils, and can grow to heights 
of 125’.  The wood of the Longleaf Pine, also known as Yellow Pine, Georgia Pine, 
and Heart Pine, is useful in many applications due to its strength and durability. 
The seeds are eaten by as many as 10 species of birds and by many rodents.  

Couples celebrate Valentine’s Day 
on the Pinewood Cafe terrace.

Sweethearts enjoy dinner before 
a “cruise” on McGovern Lake.

Valentine Sweethearts Enjoy 
“Dinner and a Cruise”
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Hats in the Park Luncheon
continued
$500–$999
Randa Williams
Jennifer Wilson
Susan Wolcott
Beth Wolff
Cyvia G. Wolff
Robin Wombwell
Crystal Wright
Elizabeth Young
Traci Young
Beth Zdeblick
$100–$499
Joan and Stanford Alexander
Jennifer Allison – In honor of 

H.L. Gibson – who has planted 
thousands of trees in his 76 years

Stephanie Arnold
Karina Barbieri
Hailey Bechtol
Rosanna Blalock
Louise Riddell Bland
Minnette Boesel – In honor of 

Phoebe Tudor
Kathleen A. Boyd
Robin and Richard Brooks
Divya Brown
Kristen Buck
Jyl Calcote
Julie and Markley Crosswell
Joan and David Dunlap
Peggy and Bert DuPont – In honor of 

Tommy Lott
Mary Eads – In honor of Shelli Lindley
Marie Earthman
Mary Es Beaver – In memory of 

William L. Anderson, Jr.
Sidney Faust
Leslie Fertitta
Cathleen Fishel – In honor of 

Jo Lynn Falgout
Ida S. Gaunt – In honor of Cynthia Guill
Lynn Glazer – In honor of 

Carolyn Robertson
Ericka Graham – In honor of 

Clayton Engen
Karen Guerrero
Ann Hamilton
Dorene and Frank Herzog
Demaris and Hank Hudspeth
Clare Sullivan Jackson
Debbie Jones
Elizabeth and Albert Kidd
Kyle Kirksey
Diane and Bill Lee
Colette Flowers Leonard
Franna Litton – In honor of 

Carolyn Robertson
Kathy Lord
Benton Love – In honor of 

Kathy and Jeff Love and Laura 
and Stan Zambiasi

Jackie Wolens Mazow
Nancy Moncrief
Robert E. Morse – In memory of 

Carrie Barton
H. Joe Nelson III
Kathryn G. Neuhaus
Jennifer Novak
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A New Garden Feature for Hermann Park’s 
Japanese Garden

The garden 
team from Japan, 
Aya Nakamura 
Hashimoto, 
Hiroshi Iwasaki, 
Taiki Iwasaki 
and Masataka 
Kitamura arrived 
in Hermann 
Park to guide 
construction of 
the Japanese 
Garden’s dry 
stream garden. 

The Japan team finalizes 
stone placement for a 
small waterfall in the 
new dry stream garden, 
a traditional Japanese 
garden feature.

Support for the Japanese Garden was presented to the Conservancy at the recent Japanese Festival. Pictured 
are Justin Cooper, Japanese Festival of Houston; Patsy Yoon Brown, Japan-America Society of Houston; 
Jay Mochizuki, Mochizuki Cultural Center; Donna Cole, U.S. Japan Council Board of Directors; Yukihito Honda, 
JBAH; Doreen Stoller, Hermann Park Conservancy, Shinji Takechi, JAGH; Honorable Tetsuro Amano, Consulate 
General of Japan in Houston and Gary Nakamura, JACL
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Marsha and Gary Orloff
Martha Farish Oti
Marsha Parker
Mary Patton
Julie and Leon Payne
Sarah Pitt
Shelly Powers
Geneveive Roberts
Sima Sawaf
Kim Schuenemann
Scurlock Foundation
Carson Seeligson
Carrie R. Stanton – In honor of 

William Christopher Stanton
Lois Y. Taber – In honor of 

Carolyn Robertson
Gabriele and Heinrich Taegtmeyer
Sharron E. Tomlin
Lynda Transier – In honor of 

Clayton Erikson
Sarah Underwood
Barbara E. Williams
In Kind
Alvin Tree Farm
City Kitchen
diptyque Paris
The Mayor’s Office of Special Events
Peerless Events and Tents
TPRB Advertising

George Hermann Society
Genevieve Lykes Duncan†

May Shelmire Duncan†

Cece and Mack Fowler
Steppie and Robert Holsclaw
Ann Kennedy and Geoffrey Walker
David Langworthy
Jackie and Malcolm Mazow
Laura and Brad McWilliams
Terrylin G. Neale
Mary Anne H. Phillips†

Mark B. Ryan
Megan and Jason Ryan
Doreen Stoller and Dan Piette
John E. Walsh, Jr.
Pippa Wiley
†deceased

The George Hermann Society recognizes donors 
who have provided for the future of Hermann Park 
through bequests or life income gifts to Hermann 
Park Conservancy.

The names listed above and on the preceding 
pages include donors who made gifts or pledges 
of $100 or more between January 1 and February 
29, 2016, as well as all Hats in the Park luncheon 
donors, Kite Festival donors, and George Hermann 
Society members. Gifts to the Evening in the 
Park gala will be recognized in the next issue. In 
compliance with IRS standards, commitments 
paid over time in installments are recognized once 
in full at the time of the pledge. Please contact 
the Conservancy if we inadvertently have not 
included your name or if you would like to be listed 
differently in future publications.

DONORS HERMANN PARK CONSERVANCY

Evening in the Park
Friday, April 29, 2016 
6:30 p.m.
Jones Reflection Pool
& Molly Ann Smith Plaza

Overboard with Urban Green
Thursday, May 12, 2016
Lake Plaza
7–10 p.m.

Park to Port Bike Ride
Saturday, October 1, 2016 
Bill Coats Bridge 
Rolling start beginning 
at 7 a.m. 

Run in the Park 
Saturday, November 12, 2016 
Molly Ann Smith Plaza 
8 a.m.

Dates and times are subject to 
change; where date and time 
not listed, exact time is TBD.

Save the Dates! 
Please mark your calendar 
for these upcoming events!

facebook.com/HermannPark

instagram.com/HermannPark

twitter.com/HermannParkDetails at 
hermannpark.org 

The Cultural Landscape 
Foundation Conference 
Comes to Houston
Jane Curtis, the Conservancy’s director of 
horticulture, led a tour in Hermann Park on 
March 12, 2016 as part of a conference 
presented by the Cultural Landscape 
Foundation (TCLF), based in Washington 
D.C. The non-profit organization is focused 
on raising awareness of historical landscapes 
through tours, conferences and books. 
The event brought landscape architects 
and design professionals from across the 
country. Curtis and Matt Urbanski of 
Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, the 
firm designing an update the Park’s master 
plan, were panelists for a discussion of 
the evolution of Houston’s public spaces.  

The session kicked off with a review of the 
significance of Hermann Park and its master 
plan as the catalyst for major improvement 
projects. Jane discussed the Park’s 100-year 

history and its early planners as well as the 
master plan designed in the 1990s to bring 
many of the original plans to completion. 
The Houston conference highlighted the 
landscape architecture that is transforming 
our city at a scale not seen in the U.S. in 
a century. TCLF also published a guide, 
What’s Out There Houston, to draw 
attention to significant landscapes in 
the city. An online version is available on 
their website: tclf.org. 

Jane Curtis leads a walking 
tour in Hermann Park.
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Chair 
Danny David

Executive Committee 
Jay Baker
Kristy Bradshaw
Russell D. Brightwell
Steve Dolman
Milane Duncan-Frantz
Cece Fowler
Brent Friedman
Linda C. Hunsaker
Ann Kennedy
Margaret L. Kripke, Ph.D.
Marley Lott
Rebecca Mark-Jusbasche
Terrylin G. Neale
H. Joe Nelson III
David Enrique Ruiz
Cassie B. Stinson
Phoebe Tudor
Keith Watson Wade

Board of Directors  
Holly Alvis
Robert W. Antablin
David L. Benson
Devinder S. Bhatia, M.D.
John Bishop
Gloria Luna Bounds
Valerie Palmquist 		
	 Dieterich
Morgan Garvey
Gregg Hollenberg
Linda Kelly
David Rice Lummis
Ryan McCord
Anne C. Mendelsohn
Kunio Minami
Judy Nyquist
Robert C. Robbins, M.D.

Brian Rollins
Anne Schlumberger
Marcus Smith
Y. Ping Sun
Marvin Taylor
Troy Thacker

Ex-Officio 
Joe Turner 
Rick Dewees

Executive Director 
Doreen Stoller

Advisory Board
Mickey Ables
Edward R. Allen III
Nancy Ames
Natalye Appel
Jana Arnoldy
Evans S. Attwell
Byron K. Barclay
Sadie Gwin Blackburn
Jane Block
Seth Borland
Kathleen A. Boyd
Gwen Bradford
Catherine Bradley
Ting Bresnahan
Richard L. Brooks
Divya Brown
Lindsey Brown
Kristen Buck
Donna Buja
Gracie Cavnar
Jackson Chang
Cheryl P. Chin, Ph.D.
Sanford W. Criner, Jr.
Jennifer Jodeit Daly
Davetta Daniels, Ed.D.
Lalo de Pilar

June Deadrick
Viviana Denechaud
Scott Dorfman, M.D.
Michael E. Easely
Lana C. Edwards, M.Ed.
Campbell Eifler
Charlene Taylor Evans
Valerie L. Fayle
Rashena Lindsay Flagg
Stephanie Fox
Ellie Francisco
J. Kent Friedman
Alice M. Gates, Ed.D.
Jennifer Gravenor
Christina Hanson
Leisa Holland-Nelson
Steppie F. Holsclaw
Barbara Hurwitz
Philip John
Rosemarie Johnson
Demetra C. Jones
Margaret Justus
Christopher Lykes Knapp
Jenny C. Ko
David Krentz
Elyse Lanier
Sam L. Lasseter
Sarah A. Lee
David Leonard
Kathy Lord
Tommy W. Lott
Nancy Manderson
Jackie Wolens Mazow
Brew G. McKenna
Roslyn Bazzelle Mitchell
Melissa Mithoff
Kenneth A. Moffet
Vance Muse
Kathleen O’Reilly
Claudia E. Ortega-Hogue

Precious Williams 
	 Owodunni
Roz Pactor
Gary Kenneth Porter
Mark T. Prescott
Carol S. Price
Dean Putterman
Glen Ragland
Chris J. Reichert
Shafik I. Rifaat
Carolyn Robertson
Michael E. Rome
Anna Rotman
Brittany A. Sakowitz
DeAndre Sam
Shavonnah Roberts 		
	 Schreiber
Karla A. Sepulveda
Louis Sklar
Ed Smith
Sebastien Solar
Claudia Solís
Harry L. Stille
Patrick Summers
Claire Thielke
Michele Thompson
Gary Tinterow
Sarah Pennington Tropoli
Kimberly A. Tutcher
Paul-David Van Atta
Maggie Beary Vermillion
Joe Weikerth
Phyllis Williams
L. Burke Windham III
Erin Collier Woolsey
Crystal Wright, M.D.
Elizabeth Satel Young
Susan Young

PARKSIDE / SPRING 2016 CONSERVANCY TEAM

Doreen Stoller, Executive Director 
doreen@hermannpark.org

Ethan Beeson, Project Manager
ebeeson@hermannpark.org

Linda Black, Venue Manager 
lblack@hermannpark.org

Candace Cleveland, Manager, Pinewood Cafe
ccleveland@hermannpark.org

Jane Curtis, Director of Horticulture
jcurtis@hermannpark.org

Barbara Jo Harwell, Conservation Director 
barbara_jo@hermannpark.org

Kimina Jamison, Volunteer Coordinator
kjamison@hermannpark.org

Diane Kerr, Manager of Volunteer Programs 
volunteer@hermannpark.org

Kristine Mall, Development Coordinator
kmall@hermannpark.org

Julia McGowen, Community Development Coordinator 
jmcgowen@hermannpark.org

Meghan Miller, Director of Development 
mmiller@hermannpark.org

Jean Miracle-Whitaker, Publications Manager
jmwhitaker@hermannpark.org

Ron Misrack, Director, Visitor Services
rmisrack@hermannpark.org

Becky Porteous, Accounting Manager 
bporteous@hermannpark.org

La Tonya Scott, Manager, Visitor Services
lscott@hermannpark.org


